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like to question this division and to class all three parts
of knowledge under the head of Humanism, which should
include all knowledge that makes a direct appeal to the
mind through the channel of literary form, now, the
substance of Divinity is contained in one of the three
great literatures of the world, and Science, in France if
not usually in England, is embodied m a beautiful and
poetic literature of great clanty, precision and grace
Is it not then allowable to include all knowledge of which
literature is a proper medium under the head of ' Human-
ism '? One thing at any rate we know with certainty,
that no teaching, no information becomes knowledge to
any of us until the individual mind has acted upon it,
translated it, transformed, absorbed it, to reappear, like
our bodily food, In forms of vitality Therefore, teaching,
talk and tale, however lucid or fascinating, effect nothing
until self-activity be set up, that is, self-education is
the only possible education, the rest is mere veneer laid
on the surface of a child's nature

I have endeavoured to call your attention to a certain
undervaluing of children and undervaluing of knowledge
which seem to me to mar our twentieth century ideal
of education, fine as that is If we realise that the mind
and knowledge are like two members of a ball and socket
joint, two limbs of a pair of scissors, fitted to each other,
necessary to each other and acting only m concert, we
shall understand that our function as teachers is to supply
children with the rations of knowledge which they
require, and that the rest, character and conduct, effi-
ciency and ability, and, that finest quality of the citizen,
magnanimity, take care of themselves " But how ? "
cries the teacher, whose life is spent in the labour of
Sisyphus I think we have chanced on a way that, at
any rate, works to admiration, the principles and practice
of which I am anxious to bring before you